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SUMNER COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, October 15, 2025, 4:00 p.m.

Members present: Chairman M. Allen Ehmling, Secretary Denise D. Shepherd,
Commissioner Patricia D. Collins, Commissioner J. Michael Fussell and Commissioner
Jeffery B. Hulsey (arrived at 4:05 P.M.). Also present: Lori D. Atchley, Administrator of
Elections, Annette P. Haw, Assistant Administrator of Elections and SCEC Legal
Counsel Tom Lee joined by telephone at 4:26 P.M.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Chairman Ehmling as a quorum was
present.

APPROVE AGENDA

Commissioner Fussell made a to approve the agenda, seconded by Commissioner
Collins and the motion passed 4 - 0.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.
APPROVE MINUTES

Motion by Commissioner Fussell to approve September 16, 2025 regular monthly
meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Collins and the motion passed 3-0-1
with Commissioner Shepherd abstaining.

Motion by Commissioner Fussell to approve September 16, 2025, executive session
meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Collins and the motion passed 3—-0-1
with Commissioner Shepherd abstaining.

NEW BUSINESS

A. NEW BUSINESS INSPECTION — APPEAL PROCESSED VOTER REGISTRATION
APPLICATIONS
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There were six appeals.

Voter JGS marked “Yes” to the “Have you been convicted of a felony?”
declaration question. An appeal form was mailed to the voter who clarified with
signature that there had been no felony conviction. After the Commissioners
reviewed the documentation, a motion was made by Commissioner Fussell to
accept the voter registration application of JGS to appropriately register the voter
to vote, seconded by Commissioner Collins and the motion passed 4 - 0.

Voter RIT marked “Yes” to the “Have you been convicted of a felony?” declaration
question. An appeal form was mailed to the voter who clarified with signature
that there had been no felony conviction. After the Commissioners reviewed the
documentation, a motion was made by Commissioner Fussell to accept the voter
registration application of RIT to appropriately register the voter to vote,
seconded by Commissioner Collins and the motion passed 4 — 0.

Voter JC marked “Yes” to the “Have you been convicted of 3 felony?” declaration
question. An appeal form was mailed to the voter who clarified with signature
that there had been no felony conviction. After the Commissioners reviewed the
documentation, a motion was made by Commissioner Fussell to accept the voter
registration application of JC to appropriately register the voter to vote, seconded
by Commissioner Hulsey and the motion passed 5-0.

Voter DB marked “Yes” to the “Have you been convicted of a felony?” declaration
question. An appeal form was mailed to the voter who clarified with signature
that there had been no felony conviction. After the Commissioners reviewed the
documentation, a motion was made by Commissioner Fussell to accept the voter
registration application of DB to appropriately register the voter to vote,
seconded by Commissioner Shepherd and the motion passed 5-0.

Voter LH marked “Yes” to the “Have you been convicted of a felony?” declaration
question. An appeal form was mailed to the voter who clarified with signature
that there had been no felony conviction. After the Commissioners reviewed the
documentation, a motion was made by Commissioner Fussell to accept the voter
registration application of LH to appropriately register the voter to vote, seconded
by Commissioner Collins and the motion passed 5 — 0.

Voter DBL marked “Yes” to the “Have you been convicted of a felony?”
declaration question. An appeal form was mailed to the voter who clarified with
signature that there had been no felony conviction. After the Commissioners




reviewed the documentation, a motion was made by Commissioner Fussell to
accept the voter registration application of DBL to appropriately register the voter
to vote, seconded by Commissioner Collins and the motion passed 5-0.

- INSPECTION — NEWLY PROCESSED VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATIONS

Commissioners inspected 66 voter registration applications out of 652 new
registration applications with no discrepancies noted. Commissioners present
signed the report to be submitted to the State Division of Elections.

. REPORT FROM ADMINISTRATOR

- FACILITY UPDATE

AOE stated there was a level of confidence that the SCEC and SCC could
resolve the permanent relocation of the SCEC staff at the County
Administration Building to consolidate the equipment operations at 1019
Union School Road. AOE stated the plan to move On October 23, 2025, to
October 24, 2025, was in place.

- BUDGET UPDATE

AOE advised that the SCEC appropriation request in the amount of

approximately $394,000 approved by the SCEC for implementation of CVCs to

the budget committee had been deferred the prior evening, October 14, 2025,

for one month to the November, 2025 budget meeting. AOE advised that

timing is critical for the implementation. SCEC Attorney Tom Lee and SCEC

Chairman Ehmling recommended a Special Call Meeting to go into Executive

Session. SCEC members agreed to the meeting on October 20, 2025 at 4:00

p.m. '
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AOE requested approval from the SCEC to relocate the early voting location

from the Portland First Baptist Church, that is no longer available, to the

Portland Library. Motion by Commissioner Hulsey to approve the location, l
seconded by Commissioner Collins and the motion passed 5 — 0. |
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REPORT FROM ELECTION COMMISSIONERS

A.

CHAIRMAN
No report.
ELECTION COMMISSIONERS

Commissioner Shepherd reported attended a voter registration drive at Pope
Saint John Paul Il Preparatory School and approximately 15 students registered to
vote. Commissioner Shepherd and Commissioner Collins acknowledged that AOE
spoke at the October 11, 2025 League of Women Voters monthly meeting as the
guest speaker. CVCs were publicly announced, and the response was positive.

Commissioner Collins is going to be the guest speaker at the NAACP event on
October 20, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at the Gallatin Shalom Zone. Commissioners
Collins and Shepherd are going to speak at the Sumner County Democratic Party
meeting on November 1, 2025.

ADJOURNMENT
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Motion by Commissioner Fussell, seconded by Commissioner Collins to adjourn
the meeting and the motion passed 5 — 0. The meeting was adjourned at 4:43
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TCA:

Sumner County Election Commission SCC: Sumner County Commission
Administrator of Elections SCM: Sumner County Mayor
Assistant Administrator of Elections CVCs: Convenient Vote Centers
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