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SUMNER COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, November 12, 2025, 4:00 p.m.

Members present: Chairman M. Allen Ehmling (arrived at 4:02 p.m.), Secretary
Denise D. Shepherd, Commissioner Patricia D. Collins, Commissioner J. Michael
Fussell and Commissioner Jeffery B. Hulsey (arrived at 4:01 P.M.). Also present: Lori
D. Atchley, Administrator of Elections and Annette Haw, Assistant Administrator of
Elections.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Acting Chairman J. Michael Fussell as
a quorum was present.

APPROVE AGENDA

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the agenda with an amendment to
move Grady Eades with Volunteer College to the first item under V. New Business
ltem A, seconded by Commissioner Shepherd and the motion passed 3 - 0.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None.

APPROVE MINUTES

Motion by Commissioner Hulsey to approve October 20, 2025, Special Call Meeting
minutes, seconded by Commissioner Collins and the motion passed 4 -0.

Motion by Commissioner Hulsey to approve October 20, 2025, Executive Session
Meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Collins and the motion passed 4 — 0.

Motion by Commissioner Hulsey to approve October 15, 2025, Regular Meeting
minutes, seconded by Commissioner Collins and the motion passed 4 — 0.

NEW BUSINESS



A.

D.

VOL STATE CIVIC EDUCATION SERIES

Grady Eades with Volunteer State Community College spoke regarding a civic
education series with 2-to-4 minute videos for various educational items. He
expressed an interest in providing ongoing videos regarding voting processes and
procedures. After general discussion by the Commissioners, a motion by
Commissioner Fussell, seconded by Commissioner Collins to approve coordination
and participation with the AOE and the motion passed 5 - 0.

NEW BUSINESS INSPECTION — APPEAL PROCESSED VOTER REGISTRATION
APPLICATIONS

There was one appeal.

Voter CD marked “Yes” to the “Have you been convicted of a felony?” declaration
question. An appeal form was mailed to the voter who clarified with signature
that there had been no felony conviction. After the Commissioners reviewed the
documentation, a motion was made by Commissioner Shepherd to accept the
voter registration application of CD to appropriately register the voter to vote,
seconded by Commissioner Fussell and the motion passed 5-0.

. INSPECTION — NEWLY PROCESSED VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATIONS

Commissioners inspected 64 voter registration applications out of 637 new
registration applications with no discrepancies noted. Commissioners present
sighed the report to be submitted to the State Division of Elections.

REPORT FROM ADMINISTRATOR

- FACILITY UPDATE

AOE stated the SCEC staff were now located at the 1019 Union School Road
location effective October 23rd and 24th as directed by the SCEC. Items
remaining at 355 are (2) Rotomat units [that house the physical voter
registration applications and other related voter documentation] which must
be professionally moved at a cost of approximately $13K+ that was denied
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(along with other items) by the SCC in budget approved by the SCCon July 28,
2025. Two workstations also remain that can be relocated by staff at minimal
cost. AOE recommended that AAOE submit an appropriation for the
movement of the Rotomat machines from 355 to 1019 to the Budget
Committee. AAOE stated that a 3-phase wiring appropriation would be
necessary for the Rotomat units to be installed in the warehouse. No bids have
been obtained at this time. A motion by Commissioner Fussell, seconded by
Commissioner Collins for AAOE to submit appropriation request for S15K+ to
move the Rotomat units from 355 to 1019 and the 3-phase wiring installment
at 1019 to the Budget Committee, and the motion passed 5 —0.

BUDGET UPDATE

AOE advised that the November 10, 2025, budget committee on agenda item
regarding funding the SCEC CVCs in the amount of $394K+ was not discussed
due to a lack of a second, following the prior deferral at the October 14, 2025,
budget committee. AOE stated that it was the SCEC understanding that
attorney Tom Lee was on record stating that a lawsuit regarding improper
funding of the SCEC would be filed immediately following the SCC approved
budget on July 28, 2025. Commissioner Fussell stated that he understood a
motion would be filed with the court on Thursday, November 13, 2025, for
immediate relief. AOE stated that the timing was not ideal for the
implementation of CVCs for the 2026 election cycle due to various delays.

OTHER

AOE recommended approval of the existing 29 precincts with overages above
the 6,000 TCA 2-3-103 requirement due to lack of funding for CVCs, additional
poll workers and lack of locations for an additional 9 precincts within the 24
county Commission districts. Following discussion, no motion was made. A
discussion ensued about possible meeting dates for a Special Call Meeting
dependent upon the outcome of the filing of the court documents. AOE and
AAOE are to coordinate with the Commissioners’ schedules.

REPORT FROM ELECTION COMMISSIONERS
A. CHAIRMAN



Chairman Ehmling reported that he and SCEC attorney Tom Lee attended the
October 20, 2025, SCC meeting. The SCC went into Executive Session regarding an
“ltem 1” and “Item 2” which were believed to be regarding the SCEC items due to
a specific reference by a County Commissioner in regard to leasing 1019 Union
School Road; however, due to the lack of discussion within a public venue, the
intent of any resolution is unknown.

B. ELECTION COMMISSIONERS
No comments.

Vil. ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Commissioner Hulsey, seconded by Commissioner Fussell to adjourn
the meeting and the motion passed 5 — 0. The meeting was adjourned at 5:00
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ABBREVIATION LEGEND:

SCEC: Sumner County Election Commission SCC: Sumner County Commission
AOE: Administrator of Elections SCM: Sumner County Mayor

AAOE: Assistant Administrator of Elections CVCs: Convenient Vote Centers

TCA: Tennessee Code Annotated 355: County Administration Building

1019: 1019 Union School Rd



